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Higgins Lake Physical Characteristics

 10, 201 acres in surface area

 Mean depth = 30.4 feet

 Maximum depth = 135 feet

 Fetch = 6.5 miles

 Shoreline length = 22.2 miles w/island

 Water volume = 542,509.7 acre-feet

 Legal lake level (1982) = 1,154.11 feet above sea level







Higgins Lake Immediate Watershed

 28,783 acres 

 3x lake surface area

 Within larger Muskegon River Watershed

















Invasive Aquatic Plant Species

 Eurasian Watermilfoil =  21.1 acres

 Starry Stonewort = 2.5 acres (most in South Lagoon)

Starry Stonewort Eurasian Watermilfoil







Native Aquatic Plant Species

 A total of 20 native aquatic plant species

 Quite diverse for a large lake!

 18 submersed and 2 emergent species

 Macro alga Chara, most common

 Large-leaf and Variable-leaf Pondweed second most 
common

 Emergents include cattails and spike rushes





































Recommended Future Actions

 Pursue lake-wide sewer system

 Inventory specific erosion sites and develop site-
specific mitigation options

 Continue regular (annual) lake vegetation surveys

 Continue regular (seasonal) water quality sampling of 
lake deep basins and algal population (offshore and 
nearshore)

 Consider a lake-wide workshop to educate riparians 
and lake users








