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President’s Message
By Pat Springstead, HLPOA President
It certainly has been a struggle to get our
summer started. The ice didn’t leave the lake
until April 30th, and then we had a chilly and
damp spring. But, as always, beautiful Higgins
Lake awaits you and your families to enjoy. We
have been very busy since last summer working
to protect Higgins Lake and your quality of life
while you are in residence.
We just went through an election cycle both
locally and at the state level, and the vast majority
of the people we supported were elected.
There will be more details in the Higgins Lake
Political Action Committee article later in the
newsletter.
We are trying to work with the new board
in Lyon Township to solve some mooring issues
in both the R1 Zone and compliance with PA
56, which prohibits mooring at road ends from
midnight until sunrise. Remember that all
lakefront property in both Gerrish and Lyon
Township is Zone R1 and only the property
owner and their immediate family are allowed
mooring privileges on their riparian bottomlands.
We are talking with the current board in Lyon
Township and the Department of Natural
Resources to establish small area marinas where
people who live off the lake can legally moor
their boats.
The DASH boat, to fight Eurasian Water
Milfoil, proved to be very effective last summer,
and we hope to have it out on the lake more
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frequently this summer. Swimmer’s
Itch continues to be the biggest issue that we
have not been able to mitigate to improve your
swimming enjoyment. We have met twice with
Director Keith Creagh of the Department of
Natural Resources since last summer trying to
get their help with this vexing problem. Both
Senator Booher and Representative Rendon
have been huge allies in encouraging the State
to be more active in helping with the Swimmer’s
Itch problem. I hope to have some positive
news on Swimmer’s Itch at the Annual Meeting
in July.
We had some bad news when the money
that was allocated to make improvements at
the South State Park and the new boat wash
facility was diverted for harbor dredging on the
Great Lakes. We have been assured by the
DNR that the South State Park project has the
highest priority to be reinstated. We are hopeful
the construction will start this fall. When we
have boat washes at the three State access
points on Higgins, we will lobby the DNR for
a mandatory boat wash requirement before
you can launch your boat at these sites. The
State of Michigan needs to catch up with other
states when it comes to protecting our
environment.
I mentioned PA 56 regarding boat hoists and
overnight mooring at public road ends, where
one public dock is allowed. I would like to
make a couple of suggestions. We encourage
everyone to be respectful of each other at the
road ends. Gerrish Township has asked for
dock placement to be in the middle of the

public
road. We would
encourage our
members not to put their
dock on their property line next
to the road end, but to locate it so
we don’t crowd the public dock and be
a good neighbor.
The Lake Study is in its second year, and we
should have the results by the end of 2014.
There will be a public update on the Lake Study
given by the researchers at the Roscommon
High School on August 10th.
The Higgins Lake Foundation has contracted
Michigan State University to do an additional
near-shore study of Higgins Lake to compare
with a USGS study that was done in the late
1990’s. The study will investigate the influence
of nutrient loading from septic systems and
other sources on water quality and its potential
impact on Swimmer’s Itch. They will use fifteen
sample sites around the lake to delineate areas
of concern. This should give us a lot of
information regarding the condition of our nearshore water that we suspect has been
deteriorating over the years.
We had our 6th Annual Lake Saver Day, funded
by the Higgins Lake Foundation, for the
Roscommon Elementary School 4th graders at
the end of May at the Ralph MacMullan Center.
continued on page 8
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Our
Legislative and
Political Action
Committees are combined
because they both have an impact
on your quality of life at Higgins Lake
and are so inter-related. A number of years
ago we decided that we needed to improve
our relationship with the local elected officials
and also have a presence in Lansing.
Public Affairs Associates has been our lobbying
firm for a number of years and continues to
do an outstanding job representing us in Lansing.
Last year they capped off their great work by
codifying the Jacob’s court ruling with the
passage of Public Act 56, which prohibits hoists
and overnight mooring at public road-ends
throughout Michigan. This was only possible
due to the dedication of our members
supporting our lobbying and legal funds. This
Public Act has encouraged townships to seek
legal ways to allow people who live off the lake
to continue to have boating access to inland

lakes. Because of our
lobbying firm, we have been able
to have access to our legislative
representatives and the different departments
in the administration. Particularly this has given
us the opportunity to meet and express our
opinions to the Directors of the Department
of Natural Resources and the Department of
Environmental Quality. We would not be able
to accomplish the things we do for the lake
without these relationships.
We would like to take this opportunity to
let everyone know how hard Senator Booher
and Representative Rendon have worked to
help us preserve and protect Higgins Lake and
its surrounding watershed.
The vast majority of people whom we
supported at the local and state level were
elected in the last election cycle. This allows
us to be able to talk to these elected officials
to voice our opinion and be able to develop
relationships. We cannot stress enough how
important it is to build these positive
relationships on trust both locally and in Lansing.
It is because of trust and these relationships
that we have been able to help our members
in areas like Pine Bluffs, Sovereign Park,
Woodlawn and others. We are also able to

let you know who has an
agenda that could have a negative impact on
your quality of life at Higgins Lake.
We encourage anyone who can register to
vote at Higgins Lake to do so. There are so
many local elections that are decided by single
digit votes. Last year the trustee position at
Gerrish Township was decided by a single
vote.
Our Political Action Committee is our
vehicle to let us suggest the candidate whom
you should consider for your vote. It also
lets us attend fund raisers for lake and
environmentally friendly elected officials. We
also, on occasion, support a candidate by a
direct contribution to their campaign fund
when we think they can have a positive impact
on our members at Higgins Lake.
The fundraising money and donations to
candidates come directly out of our Political
Action Committee account and no part of
your annual dues is used per election law.
There are two cut-out donation forms in
the newsletter if you would like to donate to
our legal and lobbying fund or to our Political
Action Committee.
Thank you for your past support, and we
hope we can continue to earn your support
and trust.

Higgins Lake Property Owner’s Political Action Committee Contribution Form
Amount:
$50
Other $___________
Make checks (personal checks ONLY) payable to: HLPAC • Mail to: HLPAC, P.O. Box 341, Roscommon, MI 48653
Name
Address

City/State/Zip

Telephone

E-mail

This information is required by the State of Michigan:

Employer
Business Address
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Occupation

By Marv Bolton
Milfoil beware!
The DASH (Diver Assisted Suction Harvester)
boat will be out to get you. All of the elements
are in place to operate this summer. We have
the boat and have made improvements to it.
We have obtained the necessary permits. We
have shown the boat to the Higgins Lake
community at an open house last fall. We have
a crew that has experience with running the
equipment and the process of harvesting milfoil.
Now we can let the process begin. The
locations targeted for this summer are the
large, dense patches of milfoil on the north and
south sides of Point Detroit, along the drop
off between Old Point Comfort and Point
Detroit and to the southeast of Treasure Island.
We want to get started with the milfoil removal
operations in June. The controlling factor will
be when the water gets warm enough for the
divers to tolerate it, and this year it looks like
that will be later than typical.
The late, cold spring has really slowed it down
this year. The DASH boat will be operated on
weekdays only to minimize interference with
heavy weekend boat traffic. This makes good
safety sense, and we ask that boaters give the
operation a wide berth. Remember that there
are divers in the water around the boat.
The estimated cost to operate the DASH
boat for a season is about $44,000.00. The
Higgins Lake Foundation, through its remarkable
efforts to protect and improve Higgins Lake,
has provided some of these funds. They
continue to work to find grants and other
revenue to make this program possible.
Late last summer the DASH boat was utilized
for three days at the milfoil site on the south
side of Flag Point. Milfoil was harvested from
a patch about 10 feet wide and over 100 yards
long. Over 60 bags of plant material were
removed from the lake. That site will be looked
at this summer to evaluate the effectiveness
of the milfoil removal process. The questions
to be answered include how completely are
the milfoil plants removed; does it grow back
and at what density and plant size? The amount
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of area harvested
in a few days of operations last
summer was very encouraging, and we
hope that results continue to be positive.
A considerable amount of time, effort and
money has and is going into this milfoil removal
project. We want it to gain the full and
enthusiastic support of everyone in the Higgins
Lake community. Therefore, any questions,
comments or suggestions for improvement
should be directed to the HLPOA Office at
989-275-9181 and we will respond to them as
soon as possible. We plan to provide the office
with an up to date schedule of when and where
the DASH boat will be operating each week.
So if you are wondering where the boat will
be at any given time, a call to the office will
provide that information.
If you are really enthusiastic about the milfoil
efforts and would like to get involved, more
help is always needed. You could be a deck
hand on the DASH boat, shore help to transport
the collected milfoil to the disposal site or, if
you are a certified SCUBA diver, in the water
pulling milfoil. Volunteers are needed and there
may be some opportunity for part time paid
positions. If you wish to get involved call the
HLPOA office (989-275-9181) or
hlpoa@gmail.com or Marv Bolton (734-4782499 or mgbsail@peoplepc.com).
Over the past 10 or so years we have used
lake bottom barriers to cover and smother
milfoil. This has been very effective where we
placed the barriers but has proved to be so
time consuming and labor intensive that it was
just not able to get the job done. At this time
there are at least five barriers at a couple of
locations in the lake. These will be removed,
and there are no plans for a coordinated
program to continue using barriers. We still
have barrier material and the supporting
hardware available. There may be opportunities
of individual lake front owners to use the
barriers on milfoil on their own bottomland.
Contact the HLPOA office if you would like

to
investigate
this further.
The milfoil infestation
in Higgins Lake is not as
severe as it is in many other
Michigan lakes. But Higgins Lake is
an exceptional lake and it is still a problem
that we must take seriously and combat. There
is believed to be 7 to 10 acres of known milfoil
patches in Higgins Lake. Last fall on a calm day
with good visibility in the water, I slowly motored
up along the northwest shore line and in a half
mile trip observed 2 previously unknown milfoil
patches.
So we need everyone to learn to identify
milfoil and report any new patches that they
discover. In addition, remember to wash your
boat every time you take it out or put it into
the lake so that new problems are not
introduced.
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Legal Update
By William L. Carey, Counsel for HLPOA
R-1 Zoning and Riparian Rights
The enactment of a zoning ordinance is the
primary method by which private land use is
regulated. Townships have long been authorized
through zoning and police power to restrict
the manner in which land is used. Typically a
township creates land use classifications such
as residential, commercial and industrial. Within
each classification there are defined allowable
uses to which land can be put to.
At Higgins Lake, both Lyon Township and
Gerrish Township have sophisticated land use
regulations. As to the lakeshore of Higgins
Lake, the vast majority of the parcels are
designated as single family residential (“R-1”).
In general terms, an R-1 classification means
that the use of the land is limited to a single
family unit. In contrast, for instance, an R-2
designation allows multiple family use.
The courts of Michigan have ruled that local
units of government may regulate riparian
bottomlands through zoning (and police power)
ordinances. Because riparian ownership may
not be separated from adjoining uplands,
whatever zoning classification is placed on the
upland is also applied to the riparian extension.
Accordingly, the vast majority of Higgins Lake
bottomlands are restricted to R-1 usage.
What does the R-1 classification mean in
terms of the use of your riparian property?
Two cases decided by the Michigan appellate
courts are instructive. In Soupal v Shadyview
(Gerrish Township) the court ruled that 8
families using an R-1 parcel on Higgins Lake
constituted a nuisance and violated the R-1
classification. In Kallman v Sunseekers, the court
ruled that a limited liability company could not
allow its multiple family members to use an R1 parcel. Both of these cases can be read in
their entirety by visiting www.careyjaskowski.com.
Notwithstanding the R-1 restrictions, make
no mistake that you, as the land owner, have an
absolute right to seasonally moor your boat
within your riparian bottomlands. Furthermore,
zoning has not been historically used to preclude
your prerogative of allowing immediate family
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members to enjoy mooring privileges as well.
Beyond owners and immediate relatives, the
practice of allowing nonriparians to seasonally
moor boats on your private R-1 riparian land
violates township zoning rules and state statute.
This is because the State of Michigan regulates
the practice of allowing nonriparians to
seasonally moor boats on private bottomlands
by requiring the riparian owner to first obtain
a marina operating permit from the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality.
Pine Bluffs Area Property Owners
Association
After completion of Trial with a favorable
verdict, this matter was remanded back to the
trial court by the Michigan Court of Appeals.
While the trial court had ruled that the 20 foot
wide strip of land previously utilized by back
lot owners and the DeWitt Landing and Dock
Association was a road under the jurisdiction
of the Roscommon County Road Commission,
the Michigan Court of Appeals disagreed, and
reversed the trial court’s ruling.
Following remand, Plaintiffs, through the offices
of Carey & Jaskowski, P.L.L.C., filed a motion
to amend Plaintiffs’ Complaint. While Plaintiffs
had previously plead a count of nuisance, in
addition to seeking Jacobs type relief regarding
the road end, Plaintiffs sought to add a claim
that the back lot owners and the DeWitt
Landing and Dock Association violated single
family residence provisions of the Gerrish
Township Zoning Ordinance. Over objections
by the back lot owners and the DeWitt Landing
and Dock Association, the trial Court granted
Plaintiffs’ Motion to Amend.
Amended pleadings were filed asserting that
the actions of the Defendants (multi-family use)
violated applicable provisions of the Gerrish
Township Zoning Ordinance, and as such
constituted a nuisance per se, and were
prohibited by the zoning ordinance. This same
legal theory was successfully advanced by Carey
& Jaskowski, P.L.L.C. in Soupal v. Shady View, Inc.
The Defendants also filed amended pleadings,
and asserted a claim of adverse possession/
prescriptive easement against Osian L.Anderson,
the last owner of record (from the 1920s). As
it was extremely unlikely that any individual
would be filing an answer on behalf of Osian L.

Anderson, Plaintiffs filed a Motion for
Intervention, asking the Court to allow Plaintiffs
to defend the claims of adverse possession and
prescriptive easement.
Following the filing of the motion, the
Defendants conceded to the intervention.
Plaintiffs’ asserted that the Defendants’
historical use of the property in question was
pursuant to permission requested and given by
the Roscommon County Road Commission.
As such, it was Plaintiffs’ position that the
Defendants were unable to establish that their
use of the property was hostile or under a
claim of right.
The matter was scheduled for a three (3) day
jury trial; however, the parties agreed to attend
mediation. Through the assistance of the
HLPOA, including attendance by representatives
of HLPOA at mediation, the parties successfully
reached an agreement in this matter. The
agreement provides a trial period for the
summer season, after the conclusion of which
either party may reinitiate the litigation. The
agreement prohibits all mooring of watercraft
from the property in question, and allows some
limited upland use of the property with
restrictions. As this agreement was the
culmination of many hours of hard work by
representatives of HLPOA, the Pine Bluffs Area
Property Owners Association, and Defendants,
and further requires cooperation between all
parties going forward, it is likely that the
agreement will promote a positive working
relationship between the parties.
Sheridan Drive Association
This matter sought to vacate the untraveled
portion of platted Sheridan Drive located
between the 8 foot wide traveled portion of
the road and the water’s edge of Higgins Lake.
Summary disposition was granted in favor of
Plaintiffs, and surveying work was completed
concerning the amended plat. A final Judgment
has been entered, and a final Amended Plat will
be filed in the immediate future.
Newman/Taepke Avenue
This matter initially commenced in 2006,
when Robert B. Hardwick filed a Complaint to
Quiet Title against the Roscommon County
Road Commission concerning the portion of

property between the terminus
of Taepke Avenue, and the water’s
edge of Higgins Lake in Gerrish
Township. A Consent Judgment was
initially entered in the matter; however,
subsequent to Judgment, the Roscommon
County Road Commission indicated an
intention to file a Motion to Set Aside the
Judgment.
Through the assistance of HLPOA, specifically
Pat Springstead, numerous informal settlement
conferences were scheduled, and a tentative resolution
has been reached which provides access to Higgins
Lake from Taepke Avenue, but also quiets title to
additional portions of real property in favor of the
Hardwick family and other property owners. The tentative
agreement also resolves a pending dispute concerning
future development of Newman Avenue between the
Roscommon County Road Commission and the property
owner immediately to the North of Newman Avenue.
The tentative agreement is currently being reviewed
by the State Attorney General’s office, and it is
likely that the matter will be resolved within
the next sixty (60) days.

UPDATES
Office Central
By Noreen Osborn, Administrative Assistant

Summer is ahead of us and that means good times and memories at
Higgins Lake. I hope everyone enjoys this summer at our beautiful lake!
Mark your calendar: our 2013 Annual Meeting is scheduled for
July 20th. We will meet at the Roscommon High School.
The 2014-2015 Member Directory will be printed next spring, so it’s
important that we have your correct contact information as you would
like it printed in the directory. Also, include your email address as occasionally
we email news memos to our members.
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9am to 4pm
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 55, Roscommon, MI 48653
Office Location: 207 Terrace Drive, Roscommon
Phone: (989) 275-9181 • Fax: (989) 275-9182
Email: hlpoa0@gmail.com

Higgins Lake 2013 Fish Stocking Info

Water Site

Species
Strain

Date Number Avg. Length

Higgins Lake
Rainbow Trout
West Road Ending
Eagle Lake
(24N 04W 14)

4/17/13
12:48:00
PM

10,166

7.2 inches

Higgins Lake
West Road Ending
(24N 04W 14)

Rainbow Trout
Eagle Lake

4/17/13
1:00:00
PM

10,166

7.2 inches

Higgins Lake
Rainbow Trout
West Road Ending
Eagle Lake
(24N 04W 14)

4/17/13
1:00:00
PM

10,166

7.2 inches

Higgins Lake
West Road Ending
(24N 04W 14)

Lake Trout
Lake Superior

4/25/13
3:00:00
PM

29,624

5.64 inches

Higgins Lake
West Road Ending
(24N 04W 14)

Lake Trout
Seneca Lake

4/25/13
3:00:00
PM

15,376

5.0 inches

5

HLPOA SPRING/SUMMER 2013

Enjoying close encounters with nature.

Camp Westminster
on Higgins Lake: Promoting
Environmental Stewardship
Among Today’s Youth
Today’s youth face a unique paradox in that they are
becoming increasingly aware of environmental issues,
while their actual experience and physical contact with
nature are diminishing. Today, the average American child
spends just 4-7 minutes in unstructured, outdoor play
each day and more than seven hours per day engaged in
electronic media. In an era of diminishing environmental
contact, summer camps and environmental education
programs are becoming increasingly important. These
programs get kids back outdoors and serve as a positive
outlet and community for cooped up kids. After a week
at Camp Westminster on Higgins Lake, children will spend
an average of 3,920 minutes outside swimming, exploring,
hiking, sailing, climbing, and learning, and 0 minutes playing
video games and watching television!
Located on the north shore of Higgins Lake, Camp
Westminster has been welcoming children and youth
since 1925. Today, one of the aims of our program for
children ages 7-17 is to substantiate the environmental
issues children are learning about by reconnecting them
with the outdoors! Environmental education can be a
futile pursuit if children don’t have positive experiences
in nature with which to connect the information. Cultivating
environmental stewardship requires sharing information
about the issues facing our planet, but how can a community
be stirred to action if they have not spent time enjoying
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and connecting with the environment? How can we expect
children to care about the health of the watershed in
which they live if they have never spent time discovering,
exploring, and playing in the streams and lakes that
comprise it?
Summer camps and environmental education programs
promote environmental stewardship not only by teaching
kids about sustainability and environmentalism, but also
by actively engaging them in these pursuits. At Camp
Westminster, children aren’t confined to a cinderblock
classroom learning about nature, but are actually in the
field discovering the wonders and complexities of it
through hands-on, sensory experiences.We aim to provide
campers with as much fun, meaningful time outdoors as
possible. Campers are offered a variety of outdoor
adventures such as backpacking trips through Isle Royale
National Park, Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, South
Manitou Island, and rock climbing trips to Grand Ledge
and Devil’s Lake State Park. These expeditions are rife
with teachable moments, growth experiences, and fun!
Imagine the passion a camper could develop for the
preservation of the moose population at Isle Royale
National Park after seeing a moose for the first time while
hiking there!
Campers don’t have to leave the shores of Higgins Lake
to learn about environmental ethics and sustainability.
Each camp session incorporates Leave No Trace principles
which aim to teach people of all ages how to enjoy the
outdoors responsibly. Sailing Camp and Sailing Regatta
campers not only learn how to sail and spend ample time
on Higgins Lake practicing their skills, but they also learn

about the importance of boat washes in maintaining
healthy lakes. Environmental education at Camp
Westminster includes issues unique to our location such
as the threat of invasive species in Higgins Lake.To combat
this issue, we have enlisted the help of older campers to
remove zebra mussels from the surrounding water.
Campers have also contributed and learned about
sustainability at Camp Westminster by creating a camp
compost bin and recycling center. Other daily green
initiatives include reminding campers about the importance
of preserving water and electricity; using biodegradable
utensils, plates, and cups made of cornstarch at our weekly
cookout; and switching from paper napkins to cloth napkins
at every meal in an effort to reduce paper waste. These
activities actively engage campers in sustainability measures
which they bring back to their home or community.
Because of our commitment to on-site sustainability
and environmental education, Camp Westminster on
Higgins Lake has continuously received the Green Leaf
Seal from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s Environmental
Ministries and the Presbyterian Church Camp and
Conference Association. Additionally, Camp Westminster
has received several grants to carry out projects benefitting

the Higgins Lake Watershed such as a grant from the
Roscommon County Community Foundation to install
biologs in an effort to protect the eroding shoreline, and
a grant from the Higgins Lake Foundation to update and
repair our septic system to ensure the water table remains
healthy and uncontaminated!
Ensuring the health and preservation of the natural
environment begins with educating today’s youth and
creating positive experiences that connect youth with the
natural environment. Children who come to Camp
Westminster are future business owners, community
leaders, and entrepreneurs. By providing children with
time outdoors and fostering positive memories, camp
connects youth to the natural environment and plants
the seeds of environmental advocacy. The child who
stomps through a stream at Camp Westminster this
summer could be the voice who saves a natural wetland
from being filled-in years down the road!
Want to learn more? Visit our website at www.
campwestminster.com or visit us in person at our 2013
open house, June 29 from 10AM-5PM. Westminster-bythe-Lake worship services are held at 11AM in our beautiful
outdoor chapel every Sunday June 16-August 18.

Campers enjoy the view during a rock climbing expedition to
Devil’s Lake State Park in Wisconsin.

Left: A beautiful day for sailing on Higgins Lake at Camp
Westminster!

environmental
Campers learn about renewable energy by cooking with
solar ovens.

A teachable moment presents itself after campers find a turtle.

Everyone is welcome!
Camp Westminster on Higgins Lake is located at 116
Westminster Drive, Roscommon MI, 48653. We are
available by phone at (989) 821-9474 or email at
info@campwestminster.com.The summer program runs
June 16-August 10; one and two week sessions are available
for children ages 7-17.We welcome individuals of all ages
to Family Camp, July 3-6.Visit our website for session
dates and rates and to register online.

STEWARDSHIP
7

HLPOA SPRING/SUMMER 2013

Environmental
Report
Lake Phosphorus Testing
The CLMP (Cooperative Lakes Monitoring
Program) lake water phosphorus test was
delayed this spring. Each year, counties
throughout the state are clustered and assigned
staggered testing and sample turn-in dates so
as not to overwhelm the lab. Testing occurs
within 7 to 10 days after the ice is completely
gone from a lake. The test on Higgins Lake
was originally scheduled for April 11. Because
the lake retained its ice so long this year, we
were not able to collect our samples until
May 7.
Phosphorus tests are conducted twice a
year, spring and fall. In spring an overturn of
the water occurs right after the ice has melted,
and is wind driven. The water is close to the
same temperature throughout the water
column, and the spring storms are able to rile
the lake up and drive the surface water down
as the bottom water rises to fill in behind it.
It is from this well-mixed water that we take
our spring phosphorus samples.
The fall phosphorus sample is taken before
the water overturn. The fall water overturn
is temperature driven. As the surface water
is cooled by the cold fall nights, it becomes
heavier and sinks to the bottom while the
relatively warmer, and less dense, bottom
water rises to the surface. This reoxygenates
the bottom waters which, in some lakes, have
become oxygen deprived after the
development of the thermocline. The water
in the fall is striated before the overturn, and
the sample is taken from the uppermost layer
above the thermocline.
All samples are taken from the two
designated deep water testing sites, one in
the north basin and one in the south basin.
The samples are consistently very low for
phosphorus to the point of generating
footnotes from the lab stating that the sample
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was less than the method detection limit.This
is good. Phosphorus is the limiting nutrient,
and low phosphorus means less aquatic weed
and algae growth.
Unfortunately, this low phosphorus water
condition is not found in the near shore
waters of our lake. A study conducted by the
United States Geologic Study in the late ‘90s,
found phosphorus levels hundreds of times
higher than the water in the middle of the
lake. Primary sources of increased phosphorus
are septic tanks, lawn fertilizer and shoreline
erosion. A new study to be conducted by
Michigan State University and funded by the
Higgins Lake Foundation is replicating the
USGS study and will tell us if near shore water
conditions have changed.

Stream Water Monitoring
A complete study of the watershed must
include stream water quality monitoring for
streams entering and exiting Higgins Lake.
Each spring and fall a monitoring process is
executed by HLPOA members Karen and
Ken Pontius. The results of this study are
used as one tool to better understand the
Muskegon River Watershed. Big Creek lies in
the uppermost region of the Muskegon River
Watershed and is the main source of surface
water for Higgins Lake, while the Cut River
serves as the lake’s water exit.
You may wonder what’s involved in a stream
study. The first step is to pick a sampling point
which is representative of the stream or river
itself and explain in great detail the flora and
fauna of the site as well as weather, stream
depths and clarity.This is followed by gathering
samples of the waterway’s life. This is done
by net gathering (very fine mesh) samples of
nymphs, bugs, worms, clams, and the list goes
on and on.
Once a 300 foot section has been screened
and the collection samples gathered, they are
then sorted by species. The number of each
species is then compiled. Each type of “bug”
is given a value as to how prominent it is and

the type of water it prefers to dwell in. An
example would be a Sow bug, which can be
found on most every stream, verses the Mayfly
which prefers much cleaner water. The
numbers are then tabulated, and a quality
rating of the waterway is established. To date
both waterways register “Good” and teeter
on “Excellent.”

President’s Message, continued from pg. 1

Bob Blamer and Tom Kizer have made some
changes to the HLPOA By-Laws which have
been approved by the board, and we will seek
your approval at the Annual Meeting on
Saturday, July 20th at 9am.
We also want to remind everyone that the
meeting will be for paid current members and
their immediate family only. Each member,
when checking in, will be registered and given
a card so that we can take a count when we
have a membership vote.
I would like to thank our members for their
support and our hard working, uncompensated
Board of Directors. We are committed to
communicating and listening to our members.
We hope everyone enjoys the lake while
we do our best to protect the lake and
improve your quality of life at the lake.

Resolution in Support of the 2012-2014
Hydrological, Ecological Study of Higgins Lake
Whereas the mission of the Higgins Lake Property Owners’ Association
is to protect, preserve and enhance the quality of Higgins Lake and its
watershed and
Whereas a primary goal of the organization is to promote riparian property
owners’ interests and property values and
Whereas a comprehensive study has been required by the Roscommon
County Circuit Court, the Higgins Lake Watershed Management Plan and
the Gerrish Township Board of Trustees’ letter to request a lake level study
(July 6, 2010) and
Whereas the current study provides for stakeholder input and feedback
and

As our board resolution states, we do not support removal
of the dam just that we support the study and may support
some scenario to see if there is a lake level that will allow for
both a healthy lake and the ability to recreate on the lake as
we have become accustomed.
We also support a proposed Gerrish resolution that the
Study should not be the sole determining factor about the
lake level of Higgins Lake and that an economic study be done.
We feel that the economic study of the impact on the local
economy and the taxpayers of our area that any change of the
lake level would cause is extremely important.
To this end, the two major Townships on the lake should
fund the economic study so the local taxpayers would have
confidence in it and a credible University or totally reputable
independent company be hired to accomplish this task.
Signed

Whereas sound scientific data is essential for the Circuit Court and County
Board of Commissioners, in charge of the lake’s water level and county
dam respectively
Be it therefore resolved that the Higgins Lake Property Owners’ Association
goes on record as supporting the two-year hydrological, ecological study
of Higgins Lake and its lake levels, the Cut River, and the control structure
being conducted by Michigan State University, the University of Michigan
and Huron Pines.

On Behalf of the HLPOA Board of Trustees
(Discussed and approved to support the Gerrish Township resolution
unanimously by the HLPOA Board of Trustees on October 13, 2012)

2013 Memorial Donations
The HLPOA gratefully acknowledges the
following memorial donations:

Furthermore, we support, if the HLPOA members feel it is appropriate,
the testing of lake level scenarios without the destruction of the dam after
the conclusion of the study.
Signed

Date: October 13, 2012

In Memory of Carol Ann (Schauer) Ackron
Art & Ann Schauer
In Memory of John (Jack) Smith
Art & Ann Schauer

Date: August 28, 2012

In Memory of Laurie Smith Tudor
Don & Elaine Granzine

(on behalf of and approved unanimously by the HLPOA Board of Trustees)

Higgins Lake Property Owner’s Lobbying & Legal Contribution Form

It’s a Fact
During the summer months the amount of
water that evaporates from the lake exceeds
the amount of rainfall for most years. This
means the normal trend of the lake level is to
be a little lower in the fall than it was in the
spring. Keeping this in mind when placing your
boat hoist and putting it deeper than it needs
to be at the beginning of the season will make
it a lot less frustrating in the fall.

Amount:

$25

$50

$100

Other $___________

Make checks payable to: HLPOA • Mail to: HLPOA, P.O. Box 55, Roscommon, MI 48653

Name
Address

City/State/Zip

Telephone

E-mail
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HLPOA SPRING/SUMMER 2013

hydroacoustic
SURVEYS
In the summer of 2012, MSU and U of M
personnel conducted bathymetric surveys of
Higgins Lake. MSU crews surveyed the near
shore region, which consisted of four survey
lines completed in a “warp and weft pattern,”
3 sub-parallel “warp” lines at 0.5, 1.5, and 3
meters, and a 4th “weft” line to fill in the spaces.
The near shore surveys utilized a Sontek River
Surveyor ADCP with integrated GPS.
U of M personnel completed bathymetric
surveys of mid- to deep-water regions with a
200 kHz Lowrance sounding unit with
integrated GPS in summer of 2012. They
simultaneously completed lake-wide side-scan
sonar surveys using an Imagenex Sportscan
tow-behind unit, and this data will be used to
delineate regions of vegetative growth and
identify substrate types.These surveys included
a 400m spaced checkered grid of the lake, as
well as higher resolution zigzag patterns along
all shelf drop-offs, sunken islands and bars to
fill in data gaps and increase map resolution.
The depth sounding data has been cleaned
and processed (i.e. the correction of false
bottom readings) and the generation of
bathymetric maps is ongoing this summer. Most
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of the raw data has already been collected, but
additional surveys may occur to fill in data gaps
as needed
Also to be completed this summer is the
cleaning and processing of side scan imagery,
which will be used to generate substrate
classification maps. These substrate maps will
require ground truthing via drop camera,
PONAR grab samples, snorkeling and/or other
means of visual observation. Once the above
steps are completed, this information will be
used as inputs to generate fish habitat models
for the lake this Fall/Winter.

Shoreline Surveys
In summer of 2012, MSU crews photographed
all 1,207 docks on Higgins Lake and documented
shoreline conditions (armored, vegetated, etc.)
through an additional 1,373 geo-referenced
photographs. These photos will be used to
assess impacts to docks of potential lake level
change scenarios and to create a continuous
shoreline condition classification.

Cut River
In late May of this year, UM and MSU crews

worked together to conduct hydraulic and
habitat surveys of the Cut River. Hydraulic
surveys consisted of floodplain and channel
cross section measurements, as well as a
longitudinal channel elevation survey. Habitat
surveys consisted of identification of habitat
units based on flow rates, channel
characteristics, substrate types, vegetative cover,
etc. The data from these surveys will be used
to generate hydraulic and habitat models of
the Cut River. These surveys were not
completed in their entirety, and a return trip
will occur this Spring/Summer.

Higgins Lake Property
Owners’ Association
Board of Directors
President: Pat Springstead
Vice President: Rick Meeks
Secretary: Mary Jane Hartman
Treasurer: Marvin Bolton
Administrative Assistant:
Noreen Osborn
Directors:
Kathryn Bangs, Bob Blamer,
William Case, Stan Cooke,
Don Correll, Tom Kizer,
Herb Weatherly
Legal Counsel:
William Carey, Rich Jaskowski

Higgins Lake Loses
a Hero
By Bill Case
On Thursday, May 9, the Higgins Lake Property Owners’
Association and the citizens of Lyon Township lost a longtime member of the HLPOA Board of Directors and a
leading citizen in the pursuit of justice in the passing of
Edward Trautz. Ed, or Eddie as he was known by his many
friends, was one of the four plaintiffs in the Jacobs vs. Lyon
Township lawsuit that eventually led to the clarification of
legal mooring and use on Michigan’s in-land lakes. The
Jacob’s case led to many lawsuits consolidating 100 years
of Michigan riparian law lasting over a period of 20 some
years before being finalized by the Michigan Supreme Court
in the early 2000’s.
Aside from Ed’s heroic efforts to protect riparian property
owners, he also represented the HLPOA as its member
in NOLA (Network of Lakes Association) for seven years.
NOLA is an organization of 15 of the larger lakes in
Northern Michigan which met once a month to discuss
and work together on the many diverse problems facing
the health and safety issues brought before its members.
At the same time, Ed served on the Lyon Township Planning
Commission for several years, helping write a number of
the zoning ordinances in use today.
During the many years that Ed was involved in the
riparian mooring lawsuits, he spent a great deal of time at
the Roscommon County Court House doing research in
the law library, becoming extremely knowledgeable in
riparian law. And, although he never attempted to give
legal advice, he often questioned what he considered illegal
activities.
Ed was an active member of the HLPOA Board of
Directors for over 20 years until health issues kept him
from attending meetings. At that time, as an honor to Ed,
he was given the title of Member Emeritus - the only
person that this honor has ever been bestowed upon. He
also received the “Friend of Higgins Lake” award in 2000
for his hard work and dedication.
Ed leaves behind his partner and lovely wife of 65 years,
Stella, four sons, many loving grandchildren and a large
number of riparian land owners throughout the state that
are extremely appreciative of his efforts.
Seeking the truth and standing up for the rights of all
will be his legacy as a true hero of Higgins Lake.

Investigating the Influences of
Septic Systems on Near-Shore
Water Quality and Swimmer’s
Itch in Higgins Lake, MI
Summary
Despite its long history of clean water, Higgins Lake is experiencing
concerning trajectories of change including: 1) significantly increased secchi
(visible light penetration) depth, 2) expanded areas of macrophytic algae
and submerged vegetation, 3) significant invasion of the lake by dressenid
species including zebra and quagga mussels, and 4) increased incidence of
Swimmer’s Itch. These changes, largely in the near-shore region or at the
edge of the shallow shelf, have thus far not led to water quality concerns
in the deeper basin, where continued local efforts as part of the Cooperative
Lakes Monitoring Program (CLMP) show relatively low levels of nitrogen
(N) and phosphorus (P) through 2012. However, according to a preliminary
study conducted by MSU in 2012 and a 1996 USGS report, surface water
and groundwater concentrations of N and P in the near-shore shelf area
are orders of magnitude higher than in the deeper basins and can be
considered eutrophic to hypereutrophic.The high density of septic-served
households around the lake may serve as a major source of nutrient
contamination into this near-shore area.
The team from MSU has proposed a new study, to be funded by the
Higgins Lake Foundation, to look at the linkages between septic systems
and near-shore water quality. One hypothesis is that areas of higher nutrient
levels may result in hot spots for snails (an intermediate host for Swimmer’s
Itch parasites) and may, thus, increase the risk of Swimmer’s Itch in those
areas. The proposed work includes collecting water quality samples in the
near-shore are around the perimeter of Higgins Lake and characterizing
the location of septic-served households using remote sensing, highresolution sampling and tracking chemical markers. The study will:
1) provide a 20-year follow-on to portions of a 1996 USGS report studying
the water quality of Higgins Lake with regard to residential development,
2) establish a baseline of concentrations of so-called emerging contaminants
and non-traditional chemical fingerprints (for instance caffeine, triclosan,
and estrogen),
3) identify hot-spots of septic system contamination and inputs, and
4) link these inputs to recreational and human health concerns.
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Our Mission:
To Protect, Preserve, and Enhance the
Quality of Higgins Lake and its Surrounding Watershed.
Ê

P. O. Box 55 • Roscommon, MI 48653
Office Location: 207 Terrace Drive • Roscommon
989-275-9181 • Fax: 989-275-9182
hlpoa0@gmail.com • www.hlpoa.org

Save the Date:
The HLPOA Annual Meeting is scheduled for July 20, 2013 at Roscommon High School
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